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William Eggleston is awarded the Hasselblad Foundation 

International Award in Photography for 1998 

 
The Erna and Victor Hasselblad Foundation International Photography Prize 
for 1998 has been awarded William Eggleston, Memphis, Tennesee, USA. The 
prize will be presented to William Eggleston at a ceremony in Göteborg, 
Sweden, on March 6 1999, coinciding with the opening of an exhibition of his 
works at the Hasselblad Center, adjoining the Göteborg Museum of Art. 
 
The Foundation motivates its choice as follows: “William Eggleston has been 
one of the leading pioneers in the field of color photography since the 
1970s. With his specific vision of the real world, particularly the American 
South, he has developed the color photograph as an independent medium. He 
has also come to utilize the potential of color to the full, seeing it as a 
fundamental feature of perception. To Eggleston, color became a vital 
aspect of capturing daily life and its surroundings. He has introduced a new 
aesthetic, a new ”democratic” way of seeing - more influenced by his personal 
vision than by previous stylistic models. Just as Robert Frank established an 
informal ”beat” aesthetic in his work in the 1950s, in the 1970s William 
Eggleston has transformed the potential of what can be expressed with 
color.” 
 
William Eggleston was born in Memphis, USA, in 1939. At the age of eighteen 
he acquired his first camera, a Canon range finder followed, the year after, 
by his first Leica, the camera which would be with him throughout his 
career. During his studies at universities in Nashville, Cleveland and 
Oxford, he found himself as an artist. In 1959 he discovered two books which 
would be of great importance to him and which brought him into 
photography; Henri Cartier-Bresson’s The Decisive Moment and Walker 
Evans’s American Photographs. In Cartier-Bresson’s work he particularly 
recognized the possibilities in capturing a moment as well as the rich 
tonality which could be perceived in black and white photography.  
 
William Eggleston’s early black and white photographs show strong 
influences from Robert Frank, Garry Winogrand, Lee Friedlander, and Diane 
Arbus. Furthermore, he has been influenced by old photographs from the 
1800’s, as well as by photographers like Eugène Atget.  In contrast to his 
predecessors, Eggleston’s small format photographs contain everything, 
small and large, close and far away, conscious and unconscious, light and 
dark as well as mixtures of different light sources.  
 
Since 1965 William Eggleston has been experimenting with color, first with 
slides and later on negative material. In 1967 he met John Szarkowski at the 
Museum of Modern Art in New York and showed him his pictures, although he 
was not invited to have an exhibition at MoMA until 1976. That exhibition was 
extremely controversial but it validated color photography as a legitimate 
medium of art. In 1974 he received a Guggenheim fellowship, and he was 
appointed lecturer in Visual and Environmental Studies at the Carpenter 



Center, Harvard University. The following year he received a National 
Endowment for the Arts Photographer’s Fellowship. In connection with the 
exhibition at MoMA, his first book, William Eggleston’s Guide was published. 
Two years later, William Eggleston was appointed researcher in Color Video 
at Massachusetts Institute of Technology. Since 1980 he has been traveling 
for different projects, both on commission and for projects of his own. His 
projects during these years include: “The Louisiana Project”; Elvis Presley’s 
“Graceland”; “The English Rose”; “The Democratic Forest” and “Faulkner’s 
Mississippi”. 
William Eggleston claims that any place is good for taking pictures. He 
often chooses unimportant places and people, a lot of his photographs are 
from his neighborhood in Memphis, Tennessee and the state of Mississippi. 
His goal seems to be to capture the normal moment which is always quietly 
present, in a way related to the casualness of snapshots. His projects 
contain thousands of prints displaying his curiosity and enthusiasm for 
unexpected visual experiences. William Eggleston’s disregard for 
conventions of subject matter and style has given him a prominent place in 
both American and international art. 
 
William Eggleston had a pioneering role in color photography, but his art 
should not only be seen as a formal gesture. His pictures are about color 
but they definitely also depict the “factual” world in the tradition of the 
most important documentary photography, following the classical masters 
and his own special view. He has had more than 50 individual exhibitions in 
well known institutions such as: Museum of Modern Art, New York, 
Photographer’s Gallery, Melbourne, Victoria and Albert Museum, London, 
Museum Folkwang, Essen, and Shiraishi Contemporary Art, Yokohama. He has 
also taken part in a large number of group exhibitions. He has published 
numerous books, catalogues, and portfolios including14 Pictures (1974), 
William Eggleston’s Guide (1976), Election Eve (1977), Troubled Waters 
(1980), The Democratic Forest (1989), Faulkner’s Mississippi (1991), and 
Ancient and Modern (1992). His works are collected in international 
museums such as The Museum of Modern Art, New York; Museum of Fine Art, 
Houston; Corcoran Gallery of Art, and National Gallery of Art, Washington 
D.C; Victoria and Albert Museum, London; Museum Folkwang, Essen. In 1991 
he was appointed honorary professor in Fine Arts at the Rhodes College in 
Memphis and in 1995 he was awarded the University of Memphis Distinguished 
Achievement Award. 
William Eggleston also spends time drawing and painting, listening to and 
playing music and developing loudspeaker technology. 
 
 
The Erna and Victor Hasselblad Foundation  
 
The Erna and Victor Hasselblad Foundation was instituted by Erna and Victor 
Hasselblad by testamentary donations. The purpose of the Foundation is to 
promote scientific education and research in the natural sciences and 
photography. A number of projects are granted funds annually for a total of 
approximately 14 million Swedish crowns. In accordance with the statutes of 
the Foundation, an International Award in Photography is granted, normally 
annually, to a photographer of outstanding merit. 
 
In 1989 the Foundation opened the Erna and Victor Hasselblad Photographic 
Center in Göteborg, Sweden. The Center maintains a continuous exhibition 
and lecture program. In January 1996 the Hasselblad Center moved to new 
premises at the Göteborg Museum of Art where permanent exhibition space is 
available for the Center’s purposes. A photographic scientific research and 
reference library, open to researchers and students, is in the process of 
being established, as is a collection of photographs by Hasselblad Award 
winners, etc. 
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